Proc. R. Soc. Med. Volume 60 August 1967 our knowledge, investigation and treatment of gynecological cancer and to diminish the gap existing between the basic sciences and clinical practice.
In the preventive field the high fall-out rates reported despite elaborate administrative efforts provide a warning against too easy acceptance of screening programmes for eradicating cervical cancer, although electronic data-processing equipment may improve the quality control. Clinical consideration begins by giving more realistic definitions of the terms used to describe the histological alterations of the cervical epithelium and evidences a swing towards diagnostic reporting rather than the numbered grading of the cytological smear. Cervical cancer therapy, contemporary and experimental, is widely reviewed; alas, chemotherapy is still of little value. The hormonal aspects of the development and treatment of endometrial cancer are particularly informative.
Discussion of ovarian, vulvar and chorion carcinoma clearly states the present position but presents little that is new in concept, and modern investigative techniques such as lymphangiography receive scant attention. The editors have, however, fulfilled their intent by logical interweaving of scientific and clinical reporting and the volume ends appropriately with a typically persuasive and thought-provoking chapter from Langdon Parsons on the need for treatment centres in cancer management.
CHARLES P DOUGLAS

Atlas of Medical Helminthology and Protozoology by H C Jeffrey MB ChB MRCPE MCPath DTM&H and R M Leach BEM 121 plates 75s
Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1966 For students of tropical medicine and parasitology, the life cycles of the helminths and protozoa, the morphology of their various forms at different stages of development and the symptomatology associated with these stages all form subjects of tedious memory work which many never fully master. This atlas has been produced in an effort to overcome this difficulty and it forms an important aid to learning.
The atlas consist of three parts: the first illustrates the commoner worms of medical importance, the second the protozoa and the third additional classification and morphology of worms with notes on less common species. It is perhaps questionable whether all the helminthic material would not have been more conveniently grouped in a single section, for one must look in two places to obtain a complete picture of the life cycle of certain parasites, e.g. Fasciola species. The set-out is otherwise admirable with clear illustrations augmented by notes on different aspects of the parasites' life history. Sections on recapitulation are likely to be found helpful for revision. The line drawings of worms have been excellently done and some of those of protozoa are coloured. There are one or two points of confusion but these are relatively minor. Thus it is correctly stated that in mature Taenia solium and T. saginata segments the uterus has 7-12 and 15-30 lateral branches respectively, but the illustrations show only 5 and 12 respectively. The use of some words could provoke argument, as of 'she' for adult female Trichinella spiralis; how far down the zoological scale this usage is justified is a moot point, but certainly the limit is much higher than the worms, which surely cannot be designated as persons.
The aims of this book have been well accomplished in the execution and it will deservedly find a valued place as an adjunct to learning parasit- The tone of the proceedings was set by Dr Rahn, who opened the first section on phylogeny. He considered gas transport from the external environment to the cell and how gas exchangers (gills, skin and lungs) evolved to maintain oxygen tensions in arterial blood and a given ratio of hydrogen and hydroxyl ions as vertebrates emerged from water to air. There follow sections devoted to growth and development of the human lung, to the gas-liquid interface, to intra-uterine gas exchange and finally to that moment of great physiological interestthe initiation of respiration at birth with its accompanying changes in the pulmonary circulation.
The discussions are informative and stimulating and the references comprehensive. The volume as a whole is of great value as it embodies practically all that is known of lung development up to the present and maintains the high standard we expect of Ciba Foundation Symposia.
